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Hiwa Foundation

Hiwa Foundation is a non-governmental organisation based in the city of Sulaimani,
Kurdistan, Irag. We believe in building strong communities, based on principles of
equality and social justice, by supporting people in their ambitions to become part of a
new positive and healthy society.

Hiwa Foundation operates in a region that has been subject to a great deal of turmoil,
socially, economically and politically. In this context, we believe that in times of aus-
terity and uncertainty, it becomes even more important that art and culture are areas
of investment. It is now more important than ever to create and nourish platforms of
expression, which develop and explore narratives that are able to tackle these external
circumstances. They also help people, especially the younger generations, to explore
new identities and narrate their own experiences. We believe that a place like Esta Gal-
lery can play a pivotal role in this. For this reason, Hiwa Foundation has decided to be
the main sponsor of Esta Gallery in 2019.
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A few words of Introduction

Arts are going through multi-faceted crisesin the Kurdistan
Region that could be summarised in these areas. First, the
lack of professional establishments, such as museums,
galleries and art halls. Second, the lack of expert art
critiques and historians. Third, there is a scarcity of
(curators) in the fields of visual arts and painting. Fourth,
there is a lack of solid programmes of art education in
schools and other educational establishments. These are
the reasons for the dormant and static environment that
prevails in art and culture today. At this juncture, the art
of painting is the genre that does not feature in public
awareness and government planning. This art is absent,
imperceptible and ignored at homes, schools, the streets,
TV channels and social media outlets. In this assertion,
we are not talking about the small minority of individuals
who, through their own personal obsession, reading and
studying, rudimentary learning at the art institutes and
academies have garnered a certain love and fascination
with the subject. We are talking about the vast majority
of the ordinary members of Kurdish society. in contrast,
the art of painting enjoys a vitally important status in
the various cultures in the world, like all other genres of
art. Art is one of the main pillars of civilisation since the
history of art constitutes a vital component of the history
of the world.

In addition to the fact that artis an economically important
source of financial returns and wealth generation, art
museums and other establishments are vital sources of
generating and evolving knowledge. These establishments
play major roles in documenting the history of humanity
at various stages, as well as archiving the current artistic
thinking and discourse in a society.

Visual and Painting Arts pave the way for us to enter our
world through the special and individualistically fantastic
worlds created by talented artists who create imaginative
visions that shape and form our own senses that are
instilled inside human beings.

Moreover, art museums and establishments are important
venues to carry out scientific and academic research in
art. These establishments become the venues where
consecutive generations are taught and cultivated
to become the best in their fields. Art museums and
galleries are comparable to the football pitches where
their enthusiasts attend to play and enjoy their game. Just
as the youth who play this sport are inspired to become
internationally acclaimed and professional players. Hence,
without museums and galleries, an important pillar of
cities and civilisations would be missing, and art would
disappear and vanish from the scene.

As artists create art with their talents, they also record
history that reflects the environment within which it is
created. Artwork is the reflection of, and a witness to, the
historical era in which it was created and an important
part of the history of the people and the nations it concurs
with. It was from this perspective and realisation that Esta
Gallery was established in 2018 as a venue to show and
perform art.

Esta Gallery was set up on these premises to enter the
fields of painting and visual art with the highest standards
to serve Kurdish painters and visual artists. Its main aim
is to professionally organise exhibitions in order to put
young talents and their produce on show and to encourage
them and harness their creativity. The gallery endeavours
to reverse the big and gaping void that threatens art
within our small, yet once thriving, circle with isolation
and extinction and to revive it back into flourishment.

Since our inception, these principles have guided our
efforts to set up and organise conceptually conceived
exhibitions of various styles and mediums, as individual
artists and in groups, tackling various subject matters,
contents and issues of historical and current themes.
Throughout our endeavours, we strive to transpose the
exposition of art from the limited elite into the public
arena by engaging the educational institutions in various

stages, from schools to institutes and universities, at
cities, towns and villages and dragging them into our
exhibitions and involving them in the artistic discourse
through our enthusiastic staff. The feedback from these
exercises attests to the success of these efforts.

It is only fitting to register our gratitude and appreciation
for the support we received from the Ministry of Culture as
the owner of the (Sulaimani Old Cigarette Factory - Culture
Factory) and to (Hiwa Foundation) as an independent and
charitable organisation for their sponsorship of all of the
activities that have taken place in the Gallery.

Abstract Art Project

Abstract Art broke into the art scene as a style and as an
innovative art movement necessitated by contemporary
developments at the dawn of the twentieth century,
when all the artistic schools and trends were painting in
figurative styles. From the prehistoric art of the Stone
Ages through to the Middle Ages, such as Renaissance
arts, Mannerism, Baroque, Rococo and classicism art until
the Impressionists were all creating art in figurative forms.

Abstract art dawned at a time when art movements such
as Fauvism, Cubism and Expressionism were at the peak
of their development and creativity. At that particular
historical juncture, Abstract arts appeared as a revolution
and a major innovation in arts and have occupied a
prominent position amongst modern and other styles
of art and have continued in creativity and innovations
ever since. No doubt, like many other innovations and
developments in other genres, this school of art has
reached the Orient and the Kurds and affected our
thoughts and work styles. Hence, a noticeable number
of Kurdish artists have dedicated their long careers to
working and creating in this style. Similarly, many artists
of the younger generations are creating their art in this
form and style.

To display and expose all of the works generated by
abstract artists is an impossible task. There are many
artists, in Kurdistan and outside, working in the Abstract
style who are not present here. Our artists are scattered in
other parts of Kurdistan and across the globe. Therefore,
to collect all of their work in one exhibition is not possible.
However, despite this limitation, and as a first attempt, we
strive to show the works of those artists who work in this
style in one major exhibition to introduce our viewers, art
lovers and enthusiasts to their works. This exhibition will
also introduce the concept of Abstract Art to them and
allow them to familiarise themselves with this historic
movement.

It is given that Abstract Art encompasses many forms and
styles, such as Geometric Art, Abstract Expressionism,
Action Painting, Colour Field Painting, Minimalist Abstract..
etc. We have given the catch-all title of Abstract Art to this
project to envelop all of the sub-genres and not to place
any emphasis on any single one of them. And since all
of these different styles adopted here are well-followed
around the world, we did not confine the exhibition to
anyone but displayed all forms extensively.

Dara Rasoul (Daro)
Founder and Director of Esta Gallery
2024
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Ali Hadi was born in Habbaniyah in 1957. He carries two Diplomas and two Masters
degrees in the fields of Art and Philosophy. He resides in France and Kurdistan. His ar-
tistic technique is abstract painting with various materials on canvas. The main themes
of his artwork are human beings and alienation, nature and oriental cultures. The ex-
hibited artworks tackle the embodiment of certain personal experiences that reflect
common social experiences.
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Ali Jolla was born in Halabja city in 1940. He graduated from Baghdad's Academy of
Fine Arts. He lives in Sulaimani. His artwork technique involves various materials and
mediums. His exhibited artworks were produced at different stages, hence the differ-
ences in subject matters and styles. He tackles the different junctures in the artist's life

with abstract and abstract expressionist styles.

slitay glad G5s

k]
=
]
3
)
1
<
-
-]
]
F
=

i ool

s, ¥y bl ey
rml.?:w?ﬂnm_._l.!..v
_.r .._ ...




Title of Artwork

&
N
n

8
=]
7]
=

Title of Artwork

Size:....
Media:

Title of Artwork

Size:.....
Media:.

17

16



=3 Title of Artwork

Al
Karm

saobilgy ¢xSTan 0gaSlsdl Lilatle gylanad V€T b (onyaS as
lazli gl maiig slada gyl o GBales 0yaise claslSs
soayay B awd j3aghdx gaiweyds (S Susd

Daidayaisn 339U (631303 (sl xSylal

dapslST o Balgall e Jos dlaglud] @3l 1367 L lsa @S e
e dalisia slga alac 485 A 5ladud] 5 iumy olady b dland] oy5ial]
olall A5 1 Sl e yoed oo oo yall Jasll | aladll

Aram Ali Hama was born in Sulaimani city in 1967. He
founded (Aram Gallery) in 2004, where many artistic
and cultural activities have been organised for writers
and artists. He lives in Sulaimani and runs Aram Gallery.
The technique of his artwork is acrylic on canvas.
The subject matters of his exhibited artworks in this
exhibition are untitled.
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Mixed media on canvas
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Aram Ali Hama was born in Sulaimani city in 1967. He founded (Aram Gallery) in 2004,
where many artistic and cultural activities have been organised for writers and artists.
He lives in Sulaimani and runs Aram Gallery. The technique of his artwork is acrylic on
canvas. The subject matters of his exhibited artworks in this exhibition are untitled.

Title of Artwork




azHS

Sl wpeaw asas 30 LawdidlSa gasbly 09sSulsd Lilaile esls 4197 e wpeaw asas L6
slatay o)l 4 Slen a4y (2 IESS 3T U LuwdndBa gaallay 0gsilsdl lagls ols o187
Ol laySey @ ol S8y sadr @ 0335315 d dptiy LSS S Gld et oglizgiasses
Sa09:ads oSoalSinlel 404038 B 53 @B SeAT 9 udlS Sog Slslr gosle sawa) azd ix d

i dey 328 Sog pledin o wiler olodn B yaSes catigyw o) Suaay o cuiylysS oSy

dnaladl o LilSaall 8 uansgdSUl Bl e Jol> dsladudl @blae 19T Wlge sunw aas iyl
oo 83130 Ladidl Lyl oblaall alascial o iludi ;oS S elad b iy olady 8 A gleisill
o8 =3 o8 ga JSay Abgymall dlacl yei . gl g BN e dalise slge e sl e Yoy el

) LJSS 13 lisuiai lalze detally Jlasdl yuds Uiswiad) (dindall

Araz H DS (Hama Saed) was born in Sulaimani city in 1960. He carries a Bachelor's
degree in engineering and is currently residing in Koya. His technique comprises the
application of ordinary oil paints on various mediums such as tiles and MDF boards,
using wooden sticks instead of brushes. His exhibited artworks tackle a segment of
nature in an abstract manner that represents the aesthetic beauty and atmosphere
of the whole of nature.
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Ashti Addo was born in Erbil in 1955. He graduated from the Photography section of
the Academy of Fine Arts in Amsterdam. He is currently residing in Erbil and is working
in photography and painting. His artwork technique is acrylic on canvas. The artist
considers his exhibited artworks to relate form, meaning and title for Kurdish viewers.
However, for foreign viewers, they represent abstract forms with a calligraphic quality.
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Avan Sidiq was born in Sulaimani in 1974. She obtained her Bachelor's degree in
painting from Johannes Gutenberg University, Germany. She lives in Sulaimani. Her
artwork technique is oil colours on canvas. Her exhibited works' themes and subject
matters are the reduction of nature into lines and panes of colour.
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Ayub Raoof was born in Sulaimani in 1985. He graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts
in Sulaimani and the College of Fine Arts in Sulaimani University. He lives in Sulaimani
city. His work technique consists of acrylic, emulsion and mixed materials on canvas.
His exhibited works are produced by attaining random notions through applying lines
and coloured spots. They seek to tackle the question of why would an identifiable sub-
ject submerge in the process of painting.
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Bahaiden was born in Sulaimani in 1970. He has obtained a Masters degree in
the History of European Arts from Heidelberg University. He resides in Germany.
His artistic technique includes various materials and mediums on cardboard. His
exhibited artworks unify three major traits in our beings. The first is colour, and the
colour black is precarious and mystic. The second is the written word - poetry, as
rational and spiritual dimensions. The third is an invisible actor within the tableaux,
music that seamlessly permeates the coloured panes and texts to forge connections
between them.
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Bahez Namiq was born in Erbil in 1958. He graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts
and the College of Fine Arts in Erbil. His technique consists of various materials in the
shape of trees, pebbles and rubber. His exhibited artworks reflect the intensity of the
artist's experience of the tug between the idea and the form. His main subject matters
oscillate between the environment, tragedy and beauty.
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Baldin Ahmad was born in Sulaimani in 1954. He carried degrees from the Institute of
Fine Arts in Baghdad and the Academies of Fine Arts in Rome and Florence. He resides
in Italy and the Netherlands. His technique includes vinyl colours on paper. The tableau
on display is inspired by Dante's (The Divine Comedy). In the section describing hell,
Dante describes the torturing of humans with fire and ice.
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Bala Ahmad was born in Ranyah city in 1987. He has
graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts in Erbil. He is
residing in Erbil. His technique includes acrylic on canvas.
His exhibited artworks are abstract tackling of the role
of Rosaries as an ideology. The Rosaries are symbols, a
shorthand for an oppressive religious ideology that affects
society and the freedom of human beings.
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Bashdar Noori was born in Erbil in 1980. He is a postgraduate student of Masters in
Salaheddin University in Erbil, where he also resides. His artwork technique consists of
various materials, acrylic and charcoal, and his artistic style is abstract expressionist.
His exhibited artworks reflect the artist's encounters with the daily news and views.
In the space of his work, ideas become a factor in search of a technique to become a
message and a thread connecting the viewers to the artist.
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Daraga Zamoa was born in Sulaimani city in 1971. He obtained his High Diploma in
Graphic Arts from Johannes Gutenberg University, Germany. He resides in Sulaima-
ni. His artwork technique involves acrylic, cloth and sewing by machine. His exhibited
works consist of abstract treatment of colours.




Title of Artwork Title of Artwork

Title of Artwork Title of Artwork

Size
Media

Title of Artwork

Title of Artwork

Size:
Media:

56 57



)aro

Sadss ossubd latle o 1970 Jled (Jswey )ls) 8l
0)aisn slanlSd o LdlS ol o105 8w 4 sl

o3BG (Seyaw Sal
edySesgsd oSoslsggy

sales e Joo lagudl @blas 51970 ale g (Jous bls) oils

>l o dasadl el B el Ssles
09 ale a5 @5 Juulia (S, UT) 5
oy o3l i g 5050l o 2 i
a3l o sl 7l Sl o 2 el

Daro (Dara Rasool) was born in Sulaimani in 1965. He
attained his Bachelor's degree in Graphic Printing Art
from the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna, Austria. He
obtained his Master's degree in Merit in Visual Arts
from the same university. He lives in Sulaimani. Relics
of Memories is a series of works that have been in
continuous production since 2009. In these artworks,
nature is rendered in abstraction into an arena of events
that already have happened.
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Dilan Abdin was born in Kirkuk in 1982. He carries a Bachelor's degree from the College
of Fine Arts at Mosul University. He resides in Kirkuk. His technique includes various
materials on metal barrels. The shadows of war, genocide, oppression, displacement
and injustice are cast over every bit of our lives. His exhibited artworks are disturbing
cries for restoring meaning and aesthetic values to humanity.
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Deya Rahim Rahman was born in Sulaimani in 2003. H

e is a student at the College of Fine Arts in Sulaimani, where
he also lives. His artistic style is Abstract and Expressionist.
The main quest in the artist's work is surmised in the struggle
between flood and fire. Even though these two phenomena
make up two of the most important sources of life, they are
also equally destructive and lethal.
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Fayq Rasool was born in Kirkuk in 1955. He graduated from the Institute of Applied
Arts - Baghdad. He lives in Vienna, Austria. His technique involved mixed materials
on canvas. The theme of his exhibited artworks is tackling the issue of fear, war and
human trepidations, through applying black spots on white surfaces.
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Fatima Barznge was born in the town of Aghjalar in 1968. She has studied at the Royal
Academy of Visual Arts , The Hague, the Netherlands. She is currently residing in Rot-
terdam. Her technique consists of acrylic on canvas and cardboard, as well as Kurdish
garments (Hawri) on canvas. The artworks exhibited here are an amalgam of histori-
cal articles and Islamic traits with Western abstract methods. A transmogrification of
personal experiences into comprehensive images that builds a conduit between the
homeland and the various eras in time.
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Gara Rasul was born in Kirkuk city in 1955. He attained
his Masters degree in the theory of aesthetic modem
arts in Cologne, Germany, where he lived until his
death in 2023. His artistic technique consists of acrylic
on cardboard. His artworks' style is abstract, and
the subject matter of the exhibited artworks in this
exhibition are the Memories and Places series.
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Hakim Mohammed was born in Qaladze town in 2000. He is a university graduate and
lives in Qaladze. His artistic technique includes oil painting and texture on canvas. His
exhibited artworks tackle the issue of war and its consequences. Wars, in their wake,
deform the human psyche and eliminate beauty from nature.
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Hama Hashim was born in Koya city in 1973. He has graduated from the Institute of
Fine Arts. He lives in Erbil. His artistic technique is acrylic in an abstract style. His exhib-
ited artworks tackle the phenomena of the destruction of the culture of old architec-
ture of cities, such as the destruction of ancient houses of the old sectors in the cities
of Erbil, Koya and Sulaimani.
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Hamid Jamal was born in Shaglawa town in 1954. He carries a diploma in Warehousing
from the University of Mustansiriyah, Baghdad. He resides in Erbil. His artwork
technique generally involves various materials. His exhibited artwork is part of a series
titled "The Waves of the Silent Shores". It tackles the question of the intellectual elite in
the Middle East and why they are so removed from the concerns of their communities.
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Haure Madjid was born in Sulaimani in 1975. He
graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts in Sulaimani.
He obtained his degree in Arts in Dusseldorf, Germany,
where he is still residing. His artistic technique is oil
paint on canvas. The first exhibited artwork is a labour
on the depth of the layers of forms and panes of colour
that reminiscence of the night. The second artwork is
an amalgam of colours and forms that are confluence
into each other in a special pattern by emphasising the
materials and the various depths of layers of pigments.
emotions.
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1 A ; Hikmat Mohammad was born in Sulaimani in 1946. He obtained his Bachelor's degree
i m B in sculpture from the College of Arts in Baghdad University. He resides in Sulaimani.
' 1 Y His technique and artwork consists of painting in acrylic on canvas. His exhibited
! 3 w ] i artworks are landscapes depicting ruined houses crumbling over each other with no
» e b A sy indications of a life lived in them.
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Himat Ali was born in Kirkuk in 1960 and is residing in Paris. His technique consists of
applying various colours on canvas and cardboard. The issue of the earth and human
beings was the initial concern of the artist. In his exhibited artworks, the search for
the meaning of inhabitation within the image is his current concern. To Himat, the

articles are not masks, as much as they represent the truth that has succumbed under
magical spells.
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Hoshyar Rasheed was born in Sulaimani in 1970. He graduated from the Red Field
Academy of the Academy of Amsterdam. He resides in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
His technique comprises ceramics, various materials and acrylic. His exhibited
artworks are an amalgam of figurative and abstract works. They narrate a story.
Hence the familiarity and accessibility of the forms. Some are abstract, a quest to
capture unfamiliar and undefined images that resemble the narration of dreams.
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Karani Jamill was born in Erbil in 1954. He graduated from
the Institute of Fine Arts in Baghdad. He is currently residing
and producing his art in Erbil. His large tableau, which is part
of the Abandonment series, is an allusion to an abandoned
place that was once teaming with life. His other tableau is
part of the Illusionary Human and the Illusion of Civilisation
that tackles the idea of a society with no civilisation or
history, that has build itself on illusions and has no remnants
and appears as an illusion of a human being.
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Kwestan Jamal was born in Sulaimani in 1965. She
obtained her Master's degree from the Faculty of Fine
Arts in the Bergen Academy of Art and Design, Norway,
the country in which she still resides. Her technique is
painting and drawing, acrylic and ink on fibre canvas.
Her artworks exhibited here tackle the relationship
between human beings and nature. The main theme
of her artistic exhibits is the question of places and the
issue of identity.
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Mahir Star was born in Khanageen in 1966. He holds a
Bachelor of Art in Painting from the University of Baghdad.
He resides in Sulaimani. His artistic technique is acrylic on
canvas. His exhibited artwork raises the issue of ‘Being’,
since one of the main objectives of art that paves the way
for its own existence through visualisation, is fathoming our
presence in time and space.
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Mariwan Jalal was born in Sulaimani in 1966. He graduated
from the Institute of Fine Arts in SulaimaniHe obtained his
degree in design Arts from Newham College and has studied
Ceramic Arts at the London School of Art, Camberwell.
He lives in London. His exhibited artworks reflect deep
contemplation of nature and artistic expression through
taking inspiration from natural scenes and transforming
them into artistic forms. The artworks reflect the vividness
of the scenes while embodying the energy of transforming
them into art forms.
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Mohammed Fatah was born in Sulaimani in 1965, where he also resides. He had
attained Diploma and Bachelor's degrees in fine arts. His artworks are produced in
Abstract Expressionist techniques. The subject matter of his exhibited works is mainly

concentrating on the Anfal tragedies and their various augmentations, both as
national and as human tragedies.
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Naeema Muhammad was born in Sulaimani in 1975. She carries a PhD degree in
Modern Ceramic Art. She lives in Sulaimani. Her technique revolves around Stoneware
Ceramic, used surfaces and stained glass, treated in high temperatures and oxidised
gold. Her exhibited artwork shows ceramic art in abstract forms. They aim to search
for the spiritual connections between human beings and the environment and
mountainous nature while they seek to identify the unseen forms through art.
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Namiq Hama was born in Halabja in 1976. He graduated
from the Institute of Fine Arts in Sulaimani. He lives in
Sulaimani. The artistic technique is collagraph printing on
Canson paper. The exhibited artworks are inspired by nature
itself. The artworks are produced with natural techniques but
in an abstract style.
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Narmin Mustafa was born in Taweila, Sulaimani in 1980. She
carries a Master's degree in Fine Arts, and she is currently a
PhD student at the University of Sulaimani, in which city she
also resides. In her artworks, she uses various mediums and
materials such as rusty metals, charcoal, blackened oil, felt,
garments and remnants of bullets. Her exhibited artworks
reflect war battlefields and arenas of violence in space and
time. They are panoramas depicting the aftermath of the
traumatic experiences that are inflicted on individuals and
communities.itself. The artworks are produced with natural
techniques but in an abstract style.
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the validity of colours. In his artworks, painting is not a : e cplgios Koy apaliy g Sem 951‘” ¢

futile labour but a conveyor of messages. Colour could

become a force that brings the artwork to life.
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Rahand Nihro was born in Koya city in .-\ He is currently studying at the Faculty of
Arts in Koya, where he also resides. In these artworks, he is employing the Cyanotype
technique, which in the Greek language literally means blueprinting. The current
problem of environmental degradation is not just a local problem, but it has global
dimensions. From this perspective, his exhibited artworks are tackling these human
and natural issues.
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Rahel Jabar was born in Sulaimani in 1978. He obtained his Masters degree in painting
in Dusseldorf, Germany, where he still lives. His artistic technique includes Zeb Droke-
Lithography printed on bespoke paper for printing. His exhibited artworks are in an
abstract style, concurring the fleeting experiences with lines and colours.
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Sahera Ismil was born in Sulaimani in 1983. She has graduated from the Primary
Education College, the Faculty of Arts of the University of Sulaimani. She lives
in Sulaimani. Her exhibited artwork consists of recycled materials from her own
environment and transforming them into artwork. The burnt gloves of a mother are
references to the instinctive texture that each might retell a story of a life lived in hard
work, creativity and resilience.
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Salih Al Najar was born in Khangeen in 1986. He has obtained a Diploma in Art
Education. He lives in Sulaimani. His artistic technique consists of collage with acrylic
paint. His exhibited works tackle three important subjects; being free, exposition and
expansion. They are attempts to open a discourse on identification and abstraction.
And they always seek to expose the inner sides of faces and masks.
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Saman Kareem was born in Sulaimani in 1961. He graduated from the Academy of
Fine Arts in Baghdad and currently resides in Austria. The artist states of his exhibited
artwork that "they are in a sort of motion which I cannot stop. These are the colours,
textures and lines of the soul that I am no longer capable of taming and resile them
back into words. They are free to touch whoever's eyes, to whisper in whoever's ears.
Let's let the tableaux speak for themselves."
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Sami Muemin was born in Hawraman in 1974. He graduated from the Institute of Fine
Arts in Sulaimani and currently resides in that city. His technique is mixed materials
in an abstract expressionist style. The (SSAO) or texture is a sanctuary where the
artist juxtaposes a paradox of figures and colours, engaging them in a dialogue that
narrates the tales of randomness into the panes of colours.
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Sarwat Sawz was born in Sulaimani in 1954. He graduated from the Institute of Fine
Arts in Baghdad in 1975. He participated in a group exhibition at the University of
Sulaimani in 1976, followed by many more exhibitions in Erbil, Sulaimani, Duhok and
Baghdad. He also took part, along with Namiq Ali Qadir, in a joint exhibition in Paris
in 1992. He died after a car accident in Sulaimani in 2004. His exhibited artworks were
produced at various times in the 1990s. They are graphic etchings on board in an
Expressionist style, in which he was a pioneer amongst the artists of South Kurdistan

Expressionist style, in which he was a pioneer amongst the artists of South Kurdistan.
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Shamal Sadulla was born in Chamchamal in 1986. He graduated from the Institute of
Fine Arts in Sulaimani in 2007. He resides in Erbil. His work technique is acrylic and
various materials on canvas. Even though his exhibited artworks were finished at
various stages and times, a common thread of abstract space that sometimes occupies
the whole of the artwork connects them.
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Shara Rashid was born in Sulaimani in 1974. A Bachelor's graduate of the Faculty of
Theology at Sulaimani and Baghdad universities. She resides in Sulaimani. Her work
technique consists of various materials. Her exhibited artworks depict figures and
forms by wrapping surfaces that are prepared by applying various materials. This
artistic innovation entices the viewers to search for deliberately hidden forms to attain
a level of responsibility for our points of view in front of an artwork.
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Star Qadir was born in Sulaimani in 1968. He graduated in Painting at the Institute of
Fine Arts in Sulaimani. He also graduated from the Faculty of Painting at the College
of Fine Arts of Sulaimani University. He resides in Sulaimani. The artistic technique is
collagraph printing on Canson paper. The exhibited artworks tackle lingering spectres
and reflect the inner, spiritual side of the artist as he encounters daily life.
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Sulaiman Ali was born in Duhok city in 1963. He graduated from the College of
Law at Mosul University and is residing in Duhok. His work technique uses various
materials on canvas. His work style is Abstract Expressionist. His exhibited works are
visual depictions of the encounters of the artist with Kurdistan's social and natural
world. They comprise three main traits: first, natural aesthetic; second, diverse Kurdish
customs; and third, Islamic design and motifs.
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Wahbi Rasool was born in Sulaimani in 1963. He has obtained his Masters degree
in painting from the College of Arts at Sulaimani University. He resides in Sulaimani.
His artwork technique consists of oil paints applied in an abstract expressionist style.
Cuneiforms are very important records of times, events and information since ancient
Mesopotamia. Moreover, they have acquired certain reverence, mysticism and sanctity
within the society. Today, we once again witness the cuneiform unrolling itself, on the
canvas and outside it, to reveal its massages in a modern context.
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